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SUBJECT: PRESS REMARKS BY AF ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE 

1 . FOLLOWING IS REUTERS ACCOUNT OF A PRESS BRIEFING 
GIVEN BY ASSISTANT SECRETARY MOOSE TO A GROUP OF 
REPORTERS ON DECEMBER 2 CONCERNING THE DECISION MADE 
IN THE BIKO, AND THE SOUTH AFRICAN ELECTIONS. 

2. QUOTE: A SENIOR STATE DEPARTMENT OFFICIAL TODAY 
EXPRESSED SHOCK AT A SOUTH AFRICAN INQUEST CLEARING POLICE 
OF BLAME IN THE DEATH OF BLACK LEADER STEVE BIKO. 

QUOTE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE RICHARD MOOSE 
TOLD REPORTERS HERE: THERE'S A PARTICULAR HORROR ABOUT 
THE KIND OF VIOLENCE PERPETRATED ON BIKO. TO TAKE A 
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HELPLESS MAN, KEEP HIM HANDCUFFED AND NAKED AND TREAT 
HIM IN THAT MANNER... THERE WAS VERY HEAVY EVIDENCE, 

EVEN IF NOT PROVEN, THAT VIOLENCE WAS PERPETRATED 
AGAINST HIM.’ 

QUOTE MR. MOOSE SAID THE DECISION BY THE MAGISTRATE 
WAS REALLY SHOCKING.' 
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QUOTE THE UNITED STATES URGED A FAIR AND IMPARTIAL 
INQUEST INTO THE SEPTEMBER 12 DEATH OF THE BLACK POLITI- 
CAL LEADER IN POLICE CUSTODY. MR. MOOSE'S REMARKS 
REFLECTED OFFICIAL SKEPTICISM THAT THIS WOULD BE POSSI- 
BLE UNDER SOUTH AFRICAN AUSPICES. 

QUOTE MR. MOOSE, WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS, ALSO SAID HE THOUGHT THE SWEEPING ELECTION 
VICTORY THIS WEEK OF PRIME MINISTER IOHN VORSTER DID 
NOT BODE WELL FOR U.S. HOPES OF ENCOURAGING A DIALOGUE 
BETWEEN THE RACES. 

QUOTE HE SAID THE WHITE-RULED GOVERNMENT'S CAMPAIGN 
SEEMED TO BE RUNNING AGAINST PEOPLE OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY 
RATHER THAN ATTEMPTING TO ADDRESS ISSUES WITHIN SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

QUOTE BUT HE HELD OUT HOPE THAT MR. VORSTER'S 
INCREASED STRENGTH MIGHT ENABLE HIM TO MOVE TOWARD A 
MORE MODERATE POSITION. HE HAS THAT OPPORTUNITY. I 
HOPE HE TAKES ADVANTAGE OF IT.' - HE SAID. 

QUOTE MR. MOOSE ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE NATIONAL 
PARTY'S IMPRESSIVE GAINS AND APPARENT INTENTION TO 
CONTINUE ITS POLICIES MIGHT BE BLAMED ON CARTER ADMINIS- 
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TRATION PRESSURES ON SOUTH AFRICA. 

QUOTE THOSE WHO TAKE THAT VIEW HAVE TO TAKE THE 
RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVE THAT THERE WAS ANY DISPOSITION 
TO MOVE OTHERWISE,' HE SAID, ADDING THAT THE UNITED 
STATES HAD NOT STIMULATED OR PROVOKED ANY UNREST IN SOUTH 
AFRICA. 

QUOTE THE DISTURBANCES LAST YEAR IN SOWETO, THE BLACK 
TOWNSHIP OUTSIDE JOHANNESBURG, AROSE OVER WHETHER SCHOOL 
LESSONS WERE TO BE GIVEN IN THE AFRIKAANS LANGUAGE, HE SAID. 
END QUOTE. VANCE 
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